[Purpura fulminans: functional results in two paediatric patients after suffering multiple amputations].
Purpura fulminans (PF) is an unusual haemorrhagic process that is usually associated with meningococcal sepsis and other infectious processes. It usually affects neonates and young children, and starts with a benign infection that progresses to a high fever, purpura ecchymosis, disseminated intravascular coagulopathy, necrosis and gangrene. The treatment of these children usually requires making difficult decisions, since the surgeon and the families must come to terms with the possibility of following an aggressive line of treatment that could lead to multiple mutilating sequelae, or follow palliative treatment. In this study, we review the clinical presentation, treatment and results of two cases of PF treated in our hospital between the years 2002 and 2005. The children presented in this study had a good long-term functional result and an acceptable quality of life, despite being subjected to multiple amputations.